INFLUENCING THE MASSES
"You may say that you have had too much
discipline in your own land, but let me tell you,
though we are not trying to transform Italy
into a replica of pre-war Prussia, we want to
make our country as strongly disciplined as
was yours. Our conception of the nation is
synthetic, not analytic. One who marches in step
with others is not thereby diminished, as you
and your friends are fond of saying; he is multi-
plied by all those who move shoulder to
shoulder with him. Here, as in Russia, we are
advocates of the collective significance of life,
and we wish to develop this at the cost of
individualism. That does not mean that we go
so far as to think of individuals as mere figures
upon a slate, but that we think of them chiefly
in relation to the part they have to play in the
general life of the community. Herein may be
recognised a very remarkable advance in national
psychology, for it has been made by one of the
Mediterranean peoples, who have hitherto been
considered unfitted for anything of the kind.
A sense of the collectivity of life is the new spell
that is working among us. But, after all, were
things different in classical Rome? In the days
of the old Roman republic the life of the citizen
Vas at one with the life of the State; and when,
under the emperors, a change took place in this
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